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2nd March 2009

PRESS RELEASE

Only half-way to paradise: will the BBC’s new plans still serve citizens?

Increased investment in original programmes is to be welcomed, says leading media coalition, but why cut back on diversity and services to young people?

A leading public service media coalition has today warned that the recent debate on the future of the BBC is focussing on the interests and needs of commercial media players, and on second-guessing the views of a post-election government, while ignoring the threats to citizenship and democracy that could stem from reduced investment in original public service content. 

The Citizens’ Coalition for Public Service Broadcasting (CCPSB) was responding to the BBC Executive’s proposed strategy for re-shaping the BBC, which was published today by the BBC Trust. The BBC Strategy Review’s proposals include cutting spending on online content by 25%, and dropping a number of TV and radio services, including 6 Music, The Asian Network, and teen services such as Switch and Blast.  

The Chair of CCPSB, Professor Sylvia Harvey, said: “Public service media is absolutely vital for citizenship and democracy in the UK, and around the world. The BBC belongs to Licence Fee payers, not to the Government Treasury, and it is of paramount importance that the corporation remains free from commercial and political pressure”. 

“We need to ensure that public service media is keeping up with the digital age, so that as citizens we can remain informed and educated about the world in which we live, and act positively within it. It is disturbing to read that services seeking to reach ethnic minorities, such as the Asian Network, and initiatives designed to engage British youngsters in the creative industries, such as Blast, should be amongst the first services facing the axe.” 

The proposal to re-allocate investment to other kinds of original production, including children’s television, could have important cultural and economic benefits, strengthening Britain’s creative industries and export performance. But the danger in offering up cuts in the present climate is that this could be used to reduce the value of the Licence Fee when this is re-negotiated in 2012. 

Professor Harvey went on to say: “A cut in public service provision means a cut in jobs and services, which won't be recreated in the commercial sector. Pound for pound, if we track what happens to the three main strands of TV revenue - advertising, subscription and Licence Fee  - we find that proportionately more of the Licence Fee finds its way into original programme-making”. We urge all those who make use of the BBC’s services to make their views known to the BBC Trust and to question their political representatives about their plans for all of Britain’s public service broadcasters.

ENDS

Notes to editors:

· The Citizens’ Coalition for Public Service Broadcasting (CCPSB) is a broad mix of civil soci​ety groups, char​i​ties, com​mu​nity groups, unions and arts organ​isa​tions that believe pub​lic ser​vice broad​cast​ing is a pub​lic good. 

· The new proposals for the BBC can be found on the BBC Trust’s website at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/news/press_releases/march/strategic_review.shtml
· A full list of CCPSB’s members can be found online at http://www.publicservicebroadcasting.org.uk/sign-up/
· For more information email psbcoalition@googlemail.com or call Rebecca Fulton on 07866 801906.
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