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20th November 2009

PRESS RELEASE

Digital economy shortcomings threaten democracy and participation
The UK is set to become a leading digital economy at the expense of democracy and civil engagement, a leading media coalition warned today. 
The Citizens’ Coalition for Public Service Broadcasting (CCPSB) was responding to the details of the Digital Economy Bill, which were unveiled today following the Bill’s formal introduction in the Queen’s Speech on Wednesday. The group, consisting of civil soci​ety groups, char​i​ties, com​mu​nity groups, unions and arts organ​isa​tions, is concerned that the lack of focus on public service content in the Bill will lead to the creation of a new, digitally-consuming UK without adequate public service media provision.

The Chair of CCPSB, Professor Sylvia Harvey, said: “in the past public service broadcasting in the UK has helped to inform and educate our citizens, giving them a platform, a means of cultural expression and a way of participating effectively in a strong, democratic society. Now the Government has unveiled its plans to take us into the digital age, and we are concerned that adequate provision has not been made to ensure the continuation of high-quality public service content on new and emerging platforms, or even on those platforms that are already in existence.”
Since the publication of the Digital Britain white paper in June of this year, members of CCPSB have been in talks with various Government departments, peers and regulators to discuss their concerns. 

Professor Harvey went on to say: “we are encouraged by the Bill’s introduction of Ofcom’s new duty to ‘promote appropriate levels of investment in public service media content’, by the new duties for Channel 4, and by the attempts to ‘future-proof’ the Channel 3 and 5 licenses. We feel as if our concerns are being listened to, but there is still a great deal more to be done. With the expansion of the industry, which now accounts for 8% of GDP, it is vital that concrete measures are put in place to ensure that all public service content producers are able to participate fully in the new digital ecology. Even with the new measures, broadcasters such as Channel 4 and the ITV local and regional news consortia will struggle for survival against a backdrop in which the BBC is also being threatened by plans to ‘top-slice’ some of the television licence fee post 2012. 
“Ofcom’s own figures show that £500million has been lost from investment in original production over the last five years. We call on Government to take seriously the threat posed to UK civil society by the diminishing lack of provision for public service content.”
ENDS

Notes to editors:

· The Citizens’ Coalition for Public Service Broadcasting (CCPSB) is a broad mix of civil soci​ety groups, char​i​ties, com​mu​nity groups, unions and arts organ​isa​tions that believe pub​lic ser​vice broad​cast​ing is a pub​lic good. 

· A full list of CCPSB’s members can be found online at http://www.publicservicebroadcasting.org.uk/sign-up/
· The Digital Economy Bill is the legislative programme that realises many of the recommendations made in the Government’s Digital Britain White Paper, published on 16 June 2009.  A copy can be found at: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/digitaleconomy.html
· For more information email psbcoalition@googlemail.com or call Rebecca Fulton on 07866 801906.
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