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Let’s get the debate started: questions for parliamentary candidates
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Are you or your organisation attending any briefings or question and answer sessions with your MPs or PPCs? If so, here are some questions you might like to ask.

1. The BBC Licence Fee: What are your plans for funding the BBC? Do you intend to ‘top slice’ the Licence Fee by 3.5% or more to fund competing services? What effect do you think this will have on the quality, range and diversity of existing BBC services on television, radio and the web?

2. Impartiality: Do you plan to continue the existing requirements for impartial news and current affairs on all UK-licensed TV and radio channels? At present this legal obligation applies to all UK licenced channels whether or not they are commercial. So the existing rule covers news on the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Channel Five, Sky News, Fox News and others. The abolition of impartiality rules in the US has led to extensive political bias particularly in talk radio.

3. Regulation for Quality: What are your plans for broadcasting regulation? For example, at present Ofcom regulates the five channels that are defined in law as ‘public service’. These are BBC1, BBC2, ITV1, Channel 4 and Five. This regulation includes the requirement for significant proportions of original material to be broadcast, so that there is a limit on the proportion of programmes that can be imported or repeated. Would you end this kind of regulation?

4. Local and Regional News: Many local newspapers have closed or are under great financial pressure and ITV1 has radically reduced its investment in regional news. Do you think that there should be a commercial alternative to BBC news services at local level (including services for Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the English regions)? How should these services be paid for?

5. Coverage of International Issues: Both the BBC and Channel 4 have a distinctive track record of presenting international issues. Should this continue, and how should such programmes – often expensive to make - be funded?

6. Programmes for Children. If you think that the range and quality of programmes provided for children on different TV and radio channels should be improved, how do you think this should be funded?

